
Harvesters: 
national or 

international

Global harvesters 
(other than Web 
search engines)

OAIster 

http://www.oaister.org/index.html
Now owned by OCLC

Search by title, author/creator, 
subject, language, entire record
Limit search by resource type, data 
contributor (source institution)
Sort by title, author, date, hit frequency
Anticipated improvements: search by date, 
browse by subject, Google-like search, access to 
duplicate records (currently deduplicates), 
include thumbnails
Open Source middleware for access 
system available to other institutions
UMichigan (original collaboration with UIUC)
Automated clustering of subject 
metadata prototype under develop‐
ment (with UCalIrvine) http://
www.dlib.org/dlib/july07/hagedorn/
07hagedorn.html

BASE (Bielefeld 
Academic 
Search Engine)

http://base.ub.uni-bielefeld.de/
index_english.html
Covers >1000 sources and has c16 million records
Anticipated improvements include browse 
function, increased source coverage, 
inclusion of HTTP and SOAP interfaces
Search by author, document type, 
source, language and more
Sort by author, document size, title, date

NDLTD

http://www.ndltd.org/
The Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations 
(NDLTD) is an international organisation dedicated to 
promoting the adoption, creation, use, dissemination and 
preservation of electronic analogues to the traditional paper-
based theses and dissertations

ScientificCommons

http://en.scientificcommons.org/about
Developed and hosted at University of St.Gallen
13 million records and 6 million authors
Indexes metadata and full-text
Uses lexical and statistical tools to analyse 
metadata and develop keywords
Semantic processing of records to 
subject areas using Ontologys

Regional/ interna‐
tional harvesters

eIFL portal
http://eifl.cq2.org/en/page/page.view/eifl.page

Covers repositories in eIFL member countries

DRIVER 
portal

http://search3.driver.research-infrastruc-
tures.eu/webInterface/
simpleSearch.do;jsessionid=DDE0842B90
CD8F2279448E0B129B75CB?

Searches across European repositories

DART Europe

http://www.dart-europe.eu/basic-search.phpbtopic
Partnership of research libraries providing European 
portal for electronic theses and dissertations. Is the 
European Working Group of NDLTD

National 
harvesters

SwePub

http://www.ub.gu.se/swepub.se/english/

Led by libraries of UUppsala, UGothenburg and National Library
Harvests metadata of all Swedish scientific publications from the publication databases and repositories of all HE institutions

Provides metadata for harvesting by other services. Will be integrated with the national bibliographic service, LIBRIS (http://libris.kb.se) 
Requirements for national service have been specified: beta expected end of May 2009 and final release September 2009

IRIScotland
http://cdlr.strath.ac.uk/iriscotland/

JISC-funded project (completed 2008) that produced a pilot search service working on 7 Scottish university repositories

DRIVER Belgium
http://www.driver-repository.be/

Harvests Belgian institutional repositories 

DDF (Danish National Research database)
http://www.forskningsdatabase.dk/About.html

Government-funded; part of the DEFF (Danish Electronic Library)

PLEIADI (Portal for the Italian Electronic Literature in Open and Institutional Archives
Portal for Italian university collections.

http://www.openarchives.it/pleiadi/index.php?sel_lang=english

PUMA
Central portal for the 24 institutes of the Italian research Council (CNR)

http://puma.isti.cnr.it/index.php?langver=en

NORA

http://www.ub.uio.no/nora/noaister/topic.html?siteLanguage=eng
Harvests from all (33) Norwegian OA repositories. 

Uses national metadata standard (OAI-compliant); aiming to convert national metadata to DRIVER standards and 
intends NORA to be single point from which Norwegian research is harvested by international services

Future is unclear as Government has declined to continue support into 2009

NARCIS (Netherlands) National Academic 
Research and Collaborations Information System

http://www.narcis.info/background

Incorporates DAREnet (repositories of the Dutch universities and research organisations), 
Cream of Science and Promise of Science (theses) alongside national research database NOD 

ARROW (Australian Research Repositories Online to the World) Discovery Service

http://search.arrow.edu.au/

National Library of Australia
Harvests from 28 university IRs and a further 12 other digital collections

CARL/ABRC Metadata Harvester
http://carl-abrc-oai.lib.sfu.ca/

10 university repositories (2 theses-only)

Irish National Research Platform

http://www.researchplatform.ie/

Feasibility project stage (launched mid-08)
To harvest from IRs, preserve the research record of Ireland, Provide base for research assessment, bibliometric analysis and benchmarking

Intute Repository Search
http://www.intute.ac.uk/irs

JISC-funded project (until July 2009) developed by MIMAS and UKOLN. Harvests and searches across UK 
repositories. Developing additional semantic search capabilities including metadata clustering

JAIRO 

http://jairo.nii.ac.jp/en/

Japanese national portal developed by the National Institute for Informatics
Harvesting all Japanese IRs: metadata compliant with Junii2, the de facto metadata standard developed by the NII (Dublin Core-consistent)

Recolecta 
http://search.recolecta.driver.research-infrastructures.eu/

Harvests from 25 Spanish repositories: 14 are e-theses collections

OASISbr
http://oasisbr.ibict.br/

Government-funded national portal for Brazilian repositories

Repositório Científico de Acesso Aberto de Portugal
http://www.rcaap.pt/about_en.jsp

National harvester from Portuguese IRs (12)

e-Ciencia
http://www.madrimasd.org/informacionIDI/e-ciencia/

Harvester for university repositories in Madrid region and the CSIC repository

Digital Libraries Federation (Poland)
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/about?id=about-fbc
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